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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, April 26, 2022 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan (remote), 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

 

A moment of silence was observed in honor of John Ghidotti, a long-time fire fighter for the 

City of North Adams. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of 

the minutes for the meeting of April 12, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, 

seconded by Councilor Shade, the minutes were approved by yea and nay vote. 8 yeas 1 nay. 

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors.  

 

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, discussed item 11,985 regarding pedestrian safety. Mr. Smith 

made 2 suggestions to fix the issue on Eagle Street. The first suggestion was to install 2 speed 

bumps, and the second was to place a crosswalk halfway down the street. 

 

 

9,513-30 An ordinance amending Chapter 7, entitled Department of Public Services, 

Section 7-11, entitled Disposal of Waste at Transfer Station; charges. 
 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to adopt the ordinance. 

 

11,790  An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulation” of Chapter Z of 

the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams regarding short term rentals. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson provided an update from the General Government Committee. He 

mentioned that the proposed ordinance was referred back to the administration for review and 

there will be a meeting held this week to discuss the ordinance.  
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On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of May 10, 2022. 

 

11,826            An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams 

                       regarding the various fees established in the City Code. 

 

The President requested an update from the Public Safety Committee. 

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that the Public Safety Committee has completed their review of 

the fees and it has been turned over to the Finance Committee for their review.  

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that the Finance Committee will be meeting to begin their review. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by unanimous 

yea vote to postpone to the meeting of May 24, 2022 

 

11,985  Communication submitted by former Councilor Lamb to investigate 

opportunities to help slow traffic speeds and improve pedestrian safety on Eagle 

Street. 

 

The President requested an update from the Traffic Commission. 

 

Councilor Harpin presented an update from the Traffic Commission and mention the following 

points to resolve the issue: 

 

• Install illuminated crosswalk signs 

• Add stripes to the crosswalk markings 

• Add an additional crosswalk mid-block 

 

Councilor Harpin recommended that these suggestions be sent to the administration and Public 

Services Committee. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that there was a crosswalk that was removed in the past. He also 

mentioned that Mass DOT may have some say over adding a crosswalk. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she uses the crosswalks on Eagle Street frequently. She 

mentioned that the middle of the intersection is even more problematic. The visibility is not 

ideal. She mentioned that this area in the intersection really needs improvement, as well. 

 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that the visibility at the corner near the Pizza Restaurant is not 

good. He mentioned he would support a higher visibility crosswalk and/or lighted signs. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned that the discussions regarding the crosswalks are slated to 

continue.  

 

President Blackmer mentioned that many people fly through the intersection to avoid a red 

light. She requested more enforcement in this location. 
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On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Barbeau, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to refer the recommendations to the administration.  

 

11,986  Communication from former Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the 

concept of artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission and Public 

Arts Commission. 

 

The President requested an update from the Traffic Commission.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that the Traffic Commission discussed the artistic crosswalk 

paintings. She mentioned that the Public Arts Commission did discuss this, however, ultimately 

referred it back to the Traffic Commission as they felt it was the decision of the Traffic 

Commission to make. 

 

Councilor Harpin continued to explain the issues with the artistic crosswalk paintings. The 

following issues were presented: 

 

• State & Federal Standards would not be met 

• The paint used would not meet standards 

• Federal Studies have shown artistic crosswalks to be distracting 

• Incorrect paint would create dangerously slippery surfaces 

 

The Traffic Commission unanimously voted to file the paper. 

 

Councilor Harpin made a motion to file the paper as recommended by the Traffic Commission, 

Seconded by Councilor Sapienza. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that there are so many communities that are doing this. Councilor 

Bona mentioned that he will be voting no on the motion, because there are obviously ways to 

paint artistic crosswalks without communities losing funding. He mentioned that he could not 

understand why a City with the largest Contemporary Arts museum cannot have artistic 

crosswalks when so many other communities do. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson mentioned he agreed with Councilor Bona. He mentioned he enjoys them 

and sparks up the road. He mentioned there must be a paint out there that has sand in it. He 

mentioned that drivers are distracted by plenty of other things besides a crosswalk. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she would support this being sent back to Traffic Commission 

for answers as to why other communities can do this.  

 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that the conversation was surrounding safety. She mentioned that 

the law has read that nothing is allowed between the white lines in a crosswalk. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that something similar was brought up in the past. There is still a 

question of how other communities are doing this. He also mentioned that the comment read 

from Councilor Harpin reads between the lines, which means that it can be painted outside of 

the lines. He mentioned that the questions have not been answered and expressed 

disappointment in the Public Arts Commission.   
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On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Sapienza it was VOTED by yea and 

nay vote to file the communication. 3 yeas, 5 nays. Motion Fails. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Shade it was VOTED to refer 

the paper back to the Public Arts Commission for research and input. 6 yeas, 3 nays, motion 

carries. 

 

12,113 Communication submitted by Councilor Shade requesting the postponement of 

the required City Council I.D.E.A. trainings. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that the Commission has just appointed 2 new members and is 

requesting more time to put together a more comprehensive training.  

 

The President asked if Councilor Shade would be open to postponing the training until the 1st 

meeting in October. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she was OK with that.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson asked if this was an ordinance.  

 

Councilor Shade confirmed that this was NOT an ordinance and only in Council Rules.  

 

Councilor Bona inquired if this was a rule change. 

 

The President mentioned that this is not a rule change.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to begin the training by the first meeting in October. 

 

11,790-1  Communication submitted by Councilor Shade presenting and ordinance 

regarding the inspection and registration of Short-Term Rentals. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Councilor Shade mentioned that there were several pieces of the proposed STR ordinance that 

everyone agreed on. She mentioned that these two particular points should not be delayed 

further.  

 

11,790-1 An ordinance amending Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations”, of Chapter Z 

of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams. 

 

Councilor Shade made a motion to pass to a second reading and publish as required by law, 

Seconded by Councilor Bona. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned that he preferred that this would be sent to committee as this 

has been discussed for a very long time and there will be a meeting this coming Friday. He 

mentioned that pushing this through would be putting the cart in front of the horse.  
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Councilor Wilkinson mentioned that he wants to move this along just as Councilor Shade does, 

however this is kind of redundant to pass. He mentioned that he is not in favor of voting on this. 

He mentioned he would be in favor of sending this back to committee. 

 

Further discussion ensued regarding presenting this to City Council at a previous meeting and 

the proposed ordinance. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that typically this type of ordinance has a roll-out plan. He 

mentioned that passing this immediately would essentially cause all of the STR’s to be illegal. 

There needs to be a roll-out plan.  

 

Further discussion ensued regarding implementing this in such a short period of time.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson asked if Councilor Shade would withdraw her motion.  

 

Councilor Shade withdrew her motion. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to refer to General Government Committee. 

 

8,510-9f Communication submitted by Councilor Oleskiewicz presenting and order 

amending Council Order #8,510-9c, under the provisions of Chapter 23, Section 

23-2 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned that the City has not revisited fare increases in 8-10 years. He 

mentioned costs have risen significantly. 

 

8,510-9f An order amending Council Order #8,510-9c, under the provisions of Chapter 

23, Section 23-2 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams.  

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz made a motion to refer this to Public Safety, seconded by Councilor 

Bona. 

 

Councilor Shade requested that this be referred to the IDEA Commission for review. 

 

Councilor Barbeau requested that this be referred to the Commission on Disabilities for review. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz inquired whether referring this to other commissions was necessary. 

 

The President mentioned that the conversations in the commission is logical. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that this is strictly regarding fees.  

 

Further discussion ensued regarding the referral of the paper.  

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz rescinded his original motion. 
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Councilor Wilkinson mentioned that there is only one taxi company in town. It seem that these 

referrals will drag this fare increase out. 

 

Councilor Sapienza discussed a provision in the ordinance. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to 

refer the paper to Public Safety, IDEA Commission, and Commission on Disabilities, with a 

return date of May 24, 2022. 

 

12,114 Mayor’s communication #55 recommending the appointment of Rebecca 

Choquette to Windsor Lake Recreation Commission for a term to expire April 1, 

2025. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

It was VOTED to confirm the appointment by yea and nay vote. 8 yeas, 1 abstention.  

 

12,115 Mayor’s communication #56 recommending the appointment of Michael 

Nuvallie to the North Adams Board of Registrars of Voters for a term to expire 

April 1, 2025. 

 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to approve the appointment. 

 
The President called for Open Forum. 

 

  Robert Smith, 163 North Street, mentioned that he was disappointed in the Council’s decision on 

the Eagle Street traffic issues.  

 

  Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, discussed the flushing of the fire hydrants. He 

mentioned his disappointment that the Highway Department was conducting the flushing of the 

hydrants.  

 

 

The President called for Mayor’s Updates. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that the Electric Vehicle Charging Stations are being installed. The goal is 

to have all of them running by the end of May. She mentioned that the grant was received 

through the prior administration for the purchase and installation of these chargers. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that she has reached out to Spectrum, after receiving many calls from 

concerned residents about their Spectrum bills being raised. She mentioned that she is attempting 

to set up public information meeting with Spectrum. 

 

The Mayor mentioned that the lights at the intersection of Walmart has had a change in the 

amount of time it takes for the light to change. 

 



 

53 
 

The Mayor mentioned she hopes to submit a draft budget to the Council at the meeting of May 

10, 2022. 

 

Councilor Bona mentioned that there will be a number of Finance Committee meetings 

throughout the month of May. 

 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes. 

 

Hearing None. 

 

The President called for Liaison Updates. 

 

Hearing none. 

 

The President called for Councilor Updates. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson noted that the Council has a sincere concern about the traffic on Eagle 

Street.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson inquired about a percent increase for City Employees. The Mayor 

mentioned that a 1.5% increase is being factored into the budget. Councilor Wilkinson 

mentioned that the biggest problem we have is employee retention because we do not pay a lot. 

He thinks that the increase should be more. 

 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:44 pm. 

 

 

A True Record 

Attest,    \Marcus J. Lyon 

                                                  City Clerk 
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